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Raport de activitate
 mRIDGE - USING MOBILE TECHNOLOGY TO IMPROVE POLICY REFORM FOR INCLUSION OF DISADVANTAGED GROUPS IN EDUCATION (EN)
Folosirea tehnologiilor mobile pentru îmbunătățirea politicilor de includere a grupurilor defavorizate în sistemul de educație (RO)
 
Project number: 562113-EPP-1-2015-1-BG-EPPKA3-PI-FORWARD
-  Sf. Mina -

Teachers’ Report
Project period:  01.11.2015 - 31.10.2017
At the level of the partnership P7- Mina, there were involved three teachers: Jiroveanu Elisaveta Veronica, Florea Carmen Mihaela and Dodenciu Romulus Lucian, the project manager and and the financial chief administrator.
The teachers‘ activity started in February 2016 when the questionnaires for setting up the target group were filled in. These questionnaires were filled in by pupils, teachers and parents in all three implementation stages of the project. The questionnaires were designed in order to better understand the expectations of the people involved in the project, in order to get an overall view on the education process. 
On the 10th of March 2016 the Opening Conference of the Project took place in our school, and this activity was carried out by the teachers involved in the project. Local officials, representatives of the Council of Dolj County, of the Inspectorate of Education, University of Craiova, local press - Cuvântul libertății, Gazeta de Sud, Oltenia Tv etc.
At the beginning of the school year 2016-2017, in September, the teachers were trained at the University of Craiova regarding the way they should use the project platform, the way they should upload their materials and the use of mRIDGE application.
In the 28th of September, the Special Secondary School “Sf. Mina” of Craiova, Dolj county, in collaboration with Casa Corpului Didactic Dolj, the County Inspectorate of Education Dolj and other education institutions from Europe and Romania organized the International Conference mRIDGE which had the following purposes: promotion of some modern methods during the educational process; reasoning the efficiency of the mobile technology by adapting it to the European educational standards; promoting the strategies regarding the assurance of  high quality education in Romanian educational system; making an experience exchange among the teachers involved in this teaching process; stimulation of collaboration and communication. The target group was made up of teachers from pre-academic educational system, professors from academic system involved in using the mobile technology in educational process.
	During the school year 2016-2017, the teachers involved in the project carried out class activities.. 
We received 20 tablets that we use during mathematics classes, physics, biology, English language, natural sciences, acquiring communication abilities, sensory and movement activities etc.
4 of the tablets have Windows operation system, 8 are android, 8 are ipads, all of them being used according to the target group’s needs. 
The application has been improved, being able to be used easily by both pupils as well as teachers.
Here are some examples of class activities:
	Crt. no 
	Teacher
	Discipline
	Subject
	Class

	1. 
	Jiroveanu Elisaveta Veronica
	Biology
	The Fish
	A VI A, a IV a

	2. 
	
	Natural Sciences, Biology 
	Cereals
	a V a, a III a, a IV a

	3. 
	
	Mathematics
	Number comparison
	a V a, a III a, a IV a, a VI a, a VIII a

	4. 
	
	Natural sciences, Geography
	Season Forming
	a IV a, a V a

	5. 
	
	Physics
	Movement and rest
	a VI a

	6. 
	
	Mathematics
	Counting
	Preparatory, I, a II a

	7. 
	
	Natural sciences, biology
	Wild animals
	Preparatory, I, a II a, a IV a, a VI a

	8. 
	
	Geography
	Geography’s branches
	a V a

	9. 
	
	Mathematics
	Numbers from 0-10
	Preparatory, I, a II a, a IV a, a VI a

	10. 
	
	Mathematics
	Geometrical figures
	a V a, a VI a, a VII a, a VIII a

	11. 
	
	Geography
	The Earth
	A V a

	12. 
	
	Biology
	The Human Body
	A VII a, a VIII a

	13. 
	
	Acquiring the communication abilities
	The Sun
	Preparatory, I, a II a, a III a

	14. 
	
	Natural sciences, biology
	The Vertebrates
	Preparatory, I, a II a, a III a, a V a, a VI a, a VII a, a VIII a

	15. 
	
Florea Carmen Mihaela
	Acquiring the communication abilities
	The Animals
	Preparatory, I, a II a, a III a

	16. 
	
	Natural sciences, biology
	The Vegetal Cell
	a IV a, a V a

	17. 
	
	Knowledge about environment
	Water Circuit in Nature
	a III a, a IV a, a VII a, a VIII a

	18. 
	
	Natural sciences, biology
	The Flower
	a IV a, a V a

	19. 
	
	Counselling and orientation
	The Hygiene of the Mouth
	Preparatory, I,   a II a, a III a, a IV a

	20. 
	
	Biology
	The Eye
	a VII a, a VIII a

	21. 
	
	Biology
	The Skin
	a VI a, a VIII a

	22. 
	
	Acquiring the communication abilities
	The Spring – characteristics
	Preparatory, I,   a II a, a III a, a IV a

	23. 
	
	Biology
	The Stem – structure and functions
	a  IV a, a V a

	24. 
	
	Biology
	The Ear
	a VIII a

	25. 
	
Dodenciu Romulus Lucian
	Knowledge about environment
	The Universe
	a III a, a IV a

	26. 
	
	Natural sciences
	The Human Body
	I,a  II a, a III a, a IV a

	27. 
	
	Mathematics
	The number and figure 4
	a II a, a III a, a IV a

	28. 
	
	Natural sciences
	The Heart
	a IV a, a VIII a

	29. 
	
	Counselling and orientation 
	Bunele maniere – politeness
	Preparatory, I, a II a, a III a, a IV a

	30. 
	
	Knowledge about environment Geography
	The Geography of Landform
	a IV a, a V a, a VI a

	31. 
	
	History
	Geto-dacians
	a V a, a VI a

	32. 
	
	Knowledge about environment
	Natural Hazards
	a IV a

	33. 
	
	Knowledge about environment
Physics
	The Mass of Objects
	a V a, a VIII a

	34. 
	
	Knowledge about environment
Physics
	The Volume of Objects
	a V a, a VIII a

	35. 
	
	Knowledge about environment

	The Horizon
	a V a

	36. 
	
	Mathematics
	Measurement units for capacity - litre
	a IV a, a V a, a VI a



 During 20-24 February 2017 the mRIDGE Days were organized in Craiova, within the mRIDGE projects, by the partners, University of Craiova together with the Special Secondary School “Sf. Mina”. Several scientific experiments were carried out on the 23rd of February 2017, between 9:00-14:00, in the central building of the University of Craiova.
Several children from the Special Secondary School “Sf. Mina” took part in this activity, accompanied by their teachers, as well as by volunteers, both students and professors from the University of Craiova, Faculty of Sciences, Department of Physics.
Within this activity, children from the Special Secondary School “Sf. Mina” presented a short show, and the professors from the Department of Physics showed them some new scientific experiments, offering to these children who weren’t lucky in life, a travel in the fascinating world of science. The purpose of these experiments was to change the children’s perception on these experiments in a simple, cheerful and interactive way of presentation. 
The children and their teacher were also given several short movies describing experiments, and these movies can be seen with the help of the tablets during classes.
On 22nd of February 2017, we organized an International round table at our school. The people that participated in this activity were representatives from the Inspectorate of education of Dolj County, from the Council of Dolj county, from Craiova City Hall, from special schools of Craiova, teachers from other schools from Europe and Romania.
The pupils organized an artistic program in collaboration with the volunteer pupils from the National College of Pedagogy “Stefan Velovan” of Craiova. 
During the period March - April 2017, the National Contest “Made for Europe” took place (contest for Erasmus+ European projects). The pupil Căldăraru Fernando got the second prize in this contest at county stage on the 24th of March and a second prize at the national stage (24-27 of April 2017).

Pupils’ Report

In our school all the pupils and their teachers were involved in the project, but the target group was formed of the pupils from the 6th, the 7th and the 8th grades. The lessons were used at all classes according to the school curriculum, the pupils’ needs and potential. 
The pupils were questioned at all three stages of the project, the absent classes and the grades were centralized, noticing a real progress, a better attendance at classes, as we can notice from the following table:
	Crt. No.
	Pupils’
initials
	Sex
	Age
	Disability
	Social Conditions
	Number of absent class during September-February
	Number of absent class during February- June
	General Average Grades
	Obs.

	1. 
	B. I.
	M
	16
	MSD
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	-
	-
	7,42
	

	2. 
	B. C.M.
	F
	14
	MSD
	Poor
	1
	-
	8,21
	

	3. 
	B.S.
	F
	15
	MSD
	Poor
	2
	-
	7,64
	

	4. 
	B.L.N.
	M
	13
	MSD
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	-
	-
	7,03
	

	5. 
	C.F.
	M
	14
	ROM
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	-
	-
	9,07
	

	6. 
	C.I.M.
	M
	14
	ROM
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	9
	-
	8,35
	

	7. 
	P.M.T.
	F
	16
	ROM
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	16
	-
	7,57
	

	8. 
	S.G.
	M
	13
	ROM
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	7
	-
	8,57
	

	9. 
	T.A.M.
	M
	15
	MSD
	POOR
	41
	11
	7,82
	

	10. 
	V.S.C.D.
	F
	12
	MSD
	POOR
	1
	-
	8,03
	

	11. 
	B.G.A.
	M
	15
	MSD
	POOR
	13
	8
	8,90
	

	12. 
	C.I.G.
	F
	14
	MSD
	POOR
	-
	-
	7,7
	

	13. 
	D.D.C.
	M
	15
	MSD
	POOR
	-
	-
	6,93
	

	14. 
	D.N.M.
	M
	15
	MSD
	POOR
	4
	1
	7,50
	

	15. 
	G.S.
	F
	14
	MSD
	POOR
	20
	-
	7,26
	

	16. 
	G.N.L.
	F
	16
	MSD
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	85
	-
	6,10
	

	17. 
	I.I.M.A.
	F
	14
	MSD
	POOR
	-
	-
	9,10
	

	18. 
	I.F.
	M
	17
	ROM
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	2
	-
	8,20
	

	19. 
	M.C. M.
	M
	15
	MSD
	POOR
	-
	-
	6,70
	

	20. 
	T.L.
	F
	18
	ROM
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	1
	-
	7,36
	

	21. 
	A.C.I.
	M
	16
	MSD
	POOR
	1
	-
	8,43
	

	22. 
	B.G.
	M
	16
	ROM
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	6
	-
	7,97
	

	23. 
	B.N.V.
	M
	17
	ROM
	POOR
	16
	-
	6,86
	

	24. 
	C.F.
	M
	17
	ROM
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	-
	-
	8,87
	

	25. 
	C.N.
	M
	15
	MSD
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	18
	-
	7,07
	

	26. 
	C.F.A.
	M
	15
	MSD
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	-
	-
	7,04
	

	27. 
	C.S.
	M
	16
	MSD
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	-
	-
	6,64
	

	28. 
	D.F.
	M
	15
	ROM
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	-
	-
	6,75
	

	29. 
	P.M.A.
	M
	15
	ROM
	POOR
	25
	5
	8,60
	

	30. 
	P.A.I.
	M
	15
	MSD
	In tutorship at DGASPC Dolj
	-
	-
	6,97
	

	31. 
	V.D.A.
	M
	15
	MSD
	POOR
	2
	12
	8,20
	



SWOT Analysis
After having carried out the project stages, we draw the following conclusions:
Strong points
Teachers:
· A quick access to the useful materials. The use of the tablets facilitated the teacher’s work, making possible the presentation of some processes and phenomena which were difficult to describe without a concrete real support.
· The books can be used in such a way so the pupils can stay focused or these books can be used during therapy activities with only one pupil
· Every teacher has the possibility to use the movies downloaded by other colleagues from the same school or from other schools.
Pupils:
· They can access information from scientific domains and they have the possibility to learn at their own pace;
· They acquire new abilities and new knowledge which will help him to develop;
· They become autonomous in the process of learning;
· Their motivation improves, as well as their interest for learning;
· Their self-esteem improves, as well as their social integration, once they have more access to information;
· Their communication with their teachers and colleagues is better;
· They manifest an increased interest in science classes; 
· They use the tablets with pleasure;
· The use of tablets improved the pupils’ attention;
· The lessons are more attractive due to the concrete presentation of processes and phenomena with the help of movies; 
· The pupils’ interest in certain subjects (Biology, Physics, knowledge about the environment) increased due to the fact that before using the tablets the pupils were not able to understand some of the lessons.
Weak points
In class
· The simultaneous use of several tablets leads to the overlap of sounds and the impossibility for the pupils to hear the movie sound clearly; 
· The download of movies depends on the access to a high-speed Internet;
· The technology is expensive for the modest possibility of our school.
Platform
· Every uploaded movie should have attached some information about it, namely: its content, to which class it can be used, to what subject and lesson it  is useful;
· We believe that it would be useful to have a short description of each material uploaded on the platform. For example, the discipline, the class, the upload date and the class where it was presented, the deficiency grade;
· The platform should also present a classification of the movies according to the subjects, to the learning level. 

Opportunities: 
· The increase of the interest in mobile technologies among pupils and teachers.
· A continuous improvement of the performances of the mobile systems which allows the use of the multiple resources;
· The Internet speed increases, offering the possibility of a quick downloading of MDR during teaching.


Threats:

· The tendency of isolation from the real world of the pupils


Conclusions:
After some improvements, the platform can be successfully used with both disadvantaged groups, but also with pupils from normal schools. This project was designed to help pupils with deficiencies improve their school performances, as well as develop a better sense of independence. We consider that this platform, despite some drawbacks, is an excellent instrument in the educational process. We noticed an increased interest for studying sciences due to real representations of these subjects, a faster access to information, a better communication among pupils. The platform is also useful for teachers, helping them teach sciences by making the lessons more attractive. 

PROJECT TEAM:
Project Manager: teacher Maria Cristina CONSTANTINESCU
Financial chief administrator: Robert RĂPĂNOIU
Teacher Elisaveta Veronica JIROVEANU
Teacher Carmen Mihaela FLOREA
Teacher Romulus Lucian DODENCIU
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